PAGE 6

By Irene Jasper

tion of our community members.”

-FTF promotes forest steward-
ship through experiential educa-
tion programs for youth and adults
using working tree farms and other
managed forests in Lane and Linn
counties. Their stated goal is, “to
connect people to Oregon’s for-
ests, and instill an appreciation
and understanding about forest
management.”

Each stop along the planned
walking tour route featured a des-
ignated speaker to inform attend-
ees and field questions in an effort
to broaden their understanding of
small tree farm management with-
in the Long Tom Watershed.

At the first stop along the route,
Tom Bauman stood beside a tow-
ering Douglas fir that has survived

over 300 years. He discussed some .

of the land management and tree
farm harvesting " practices that
have been implemented to ensure
the protection of riparian areas for
healthy streams and comply with
Oregon’s Forest Practices Act,
themes that would be expanded
upon as the tour progressed. He
also spoke of his life growing up
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considerations. Buch pomted out

that protected riparian zones can

include dry stream beds that only
provide fish habitat seasonally.

As the group returned to the
cool of the woods, Steve Cole, a
consulting forester with Cole Re-
source Management Company,
addressed the economic side of
growing trees. He outlined the pro-
cess of bringing trees to market.

“It’s best to come up with an =

overall management plan,” Cole
said. “It is also best to match the
logger to the job.”

He said that very seldom do
you send all of your logs to- the
same mill. He added that species,
diameter and length of a tree de-
termine its market value. To create
an added layer of checks and bal-
ances, Cole said he favors using
multiple contractors on a job.

After walking to an Oak res-
toration project on the property,

Bruce Newhouse, a Field Ecolo-

gist, botanist and environmen-
tal ‘planner, offered his insights
on forest succession, restoration
concepts and developing wildlife
diversity. Newhouse owns and
operates Salix Associates, consult-

ing with landowners and organiza-
tlons on the management of their
’ property.

“Oaks are important habitat
because they are a heritage that is
carried over from a previous land-

.scape type and with that there are

lots of plants and animals depen-

“dent on those oak habitats,” New-

house said.

‘He said that some land own-
ers are ‘interested in developing
diversity or addressing heritage
landscape issues, while others fo-
cus on practical aspects such as
fire protection. Newhouse encour-
aged those with large Oak trees on

 their property to protect them as a

legacy for future generations.
Bauman’s parents past in their
late 80s, within four months of
each other. He and his brother in-
herited the property in 2006; how-

~ever, his brother did not choose

to embrace the family business.
Bauman and Reaves moved to the
property in 2009.

' Reaves, who works part time as
a facilitator with FTF, said, “We
like to share this place with others.
We do a lot of educational pro-
grams with kids as well as adults.”

Reaves said that they were

AUGUST 13, 2014

The Bauman Tree Farm is located about 10 miles south of
Veneta off of Territorial Road, managing 672 acres.

awarded federal money that is des-
ignated for numerous programs
through the Natural Resources
Conservation Service of the U. S.
Department of Agriculture. Funds
are provided for landowners to set
aside acreage that they will de-
velop and manage for spotted owl
habitat. The Bauman Farm has 100
acres set aside to manage for that
objective.

“The whole forest industry

issue has become political ...

po-
larized. It doesn’t matter if its for-
estry or politics, if you keep every-
body polarized, nothing is going to
get done,” Bauman stated. “People
need to own up to the fact that
trees are getting cut because they
are buying wood.”

If you wish to learn more on-
line, go to: wwwlongtom.org or
www foreststodayandforever.org.



