NAFF BULLETIN

Back To School: Reading, Writing And Forest Literacy

Once again, back-to-school season brings attention to
lunch boxes, new crayons, school supplies and education
in general. Inside and outside the classroom, a range of
programs shape lives and open opportunities to introduce
young people to a deeper understanding of trees, forests,
and careers in the forest products industry.

The North American Forest Foundation works year-round
to help support the forest products industry and promote
sustainable forest management and opportunities in forestry-
related careers while dispelling common misconceptions
about trees and wood products.

NAFF's educational efforts focus on reaching early
elementary age children. We reach kids, teachers, and
families through our Truth About Trees kits that are provided
at no cost to classroom teachers. Each kit can be used
by multiple classrooms within a school, and repeated for
multiple years, easily touching the lives of 250 or more
students. We're reaching hundreds of thousands of kids in
this way, as we head toward our goal of educating 1,000,000
kids by 2030.

You can sponsor a kit during our Back-to-School Kit
Drive (running now through September) by visiting

NorthAmericanForestFoundation.ory and clicking
DONATE.
But ours is only one possible approach. Innovative

programs are happening across the country that are shaping
future generations and drawing more people into careers
in forestry and the forest products industry. They're raising
the level of understanding and appreciation of forests and
sustainable forest management.

Forests Today & Forever (Oregon) reaches roughly 3500 students of all
ages annually, across a range of program activities.

Beth Krisko, Director of Forests Today & Forever,
describes their program's mission “to promote forest
stewardship through education.” She finds that without
education, the general public tends to think that there are
few rules regulating the forest industry. The perception is
that timber producers have the latitude to do as they please,
when in fact, forest management is highly regulated and
subject to following very strict, rules and guidelines.

“People may have a deep emotional relationship with
trees and forests,” she says, “but they need the information
to comprehend the operation and economics of sustainable
forestry so they can observe with understanding.”

Based in Oregon, Forests Today & Forever began
coordinating Forest Field Days in 1994, and the
organization’s roots go back to 1985. Currently, each year
Forests Today & Forever reaches roughly 3500 students of
all ages, across a range of program activities. This includes:

e Custom programs for kids

e Field days, especially for 4th and 5th graders, to get
them connected and help them learn about the social and
environmental impact of forests

e Forestry immersion program for rising 10th, 11th, and
12th graders

e Forest fire education program for high school students

e Virtual programs offering flexible resources for
classroom teachers and others

Much support comes to the program from the Oregon
Forest Resources Institute and a host of other sponsors
helping to promote forest literacy.
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Forestry Challongo is a California forestry nonproﬂt program that was
started in 2003 by Diane Dealey Neill.
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