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Helping high 
Schoolers Find their 
Forestry Paths

From seedling to sawmill, Eugene high school students got 
an in-depth lesson in forestry during the  ‘Find Your Forestry 
Path’ Summer Immersion Program. Over five consecutive 
days in June, 13 students explored the cycle of sustainable 
forestry. Students visited a nursery, explored a newly planted 
stand, experimented with timber cruising, assessed stream 
health, practiced with field equipment, laid out a harvest 
unit, observed a live forest operation, had a simulated 
logging experience, and more. An exciting emphasis of the 
program is its career-connected nature. During the week, 
students met and learned from forest sector professionals 
at each step in the forestry cycle. These interations built 
awareness and even sparked interest in some students 
about pursuing a career in forestry. Thank you to everyone 
who supported this program, and especially to the industry 
and agency partners listed below.

Top left: Weyerhaeuser forester teach students about reforestation 
requirements and costs;  Top right: Students transplanting coast redwoods 
into a larger stock size at PRT Nursery in Cottage Grove; Middle left: Students 
identifying trees using dichotomous keys; Middle right: Student sitting in a 
harvester at an operationg at OSU’s at OSU’s McDonald and Dunn Research 
Forests; Bottom: Students and their Weyerhaeuser instructors at the end of a 
busy day in the field 

Associated Oregon Loggers 

Bauman Tree Farm: Tom Bauman, Lindsay Reaves 

Eugene School District, 4J: Elsa Arias Ninan, Julia Harvey

Giustina Resources: Kailee Curtis

McKenzie River Trust

Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council: Emma Garner

Miller Timber Services:  Mychael Westendorf

ODF: Troy Anderson, Dayton Ricks

ODFW: Martyne Reeseman

Oregon State University: Lauren Grand, Brent Klumph, Kevin 
Lyons, Abigail Schroeder, Joanna Tan, Alex Tkachuk
PRT: Cynthia Beers, Stephanie Jacobs, Robert Castlen

Roseburg: Lawrence Martin

Sierra Pacific Industries

Weyerhaeuser: Ryan Dipple, Ben Friman, Danielle Henderson, 
Lyndcy Patrick

Zip-O-Log Mills: Joe Honochick, Ron Keenom, Nick Lake 

Th a n k  yo u  to  o u r  Pa r t n e r s !
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One Thousand Students At Forest Field Days!

Left: Volunteer demos how to use the increment borer to age a tree; 
Right: Students investigate wildlife tracks and skulls at the Wildlife 
Station. Spring 2025  Forest Field Day Volunteers

We apologize for any misspellings or omissions. Please contact us so we can get it right!

BLM: Tim Argo, Jessica Celis, David Kennedy, Annie Lawrence, Sarah Wernecke
General Trailer: Danny Bivens
International Paper: Marge Huseman, Matt Jones, Katie Reynolds, Kristine Rondeau, 
Miranda Trieston, Jen Zuver
Lane County OSU Extension: Lauren Grand, Carrie Mack
Northwest Community Credit Union: Andrew Jensen, Elle Russell, Hannah Shaw
Northwest Timberland Consulting & Surveying, Inc.: Harvey Christensen
ODF: Morgan Kawakami, Jenna Mendenhall, Griffin Puls, Amanda Rau
Oregonians for Food and Shelter: Delani Herb
OSU College of Forestry: Natalie Gomez, Elizabeth Stice, Savannah White
Papé Machinery: Chris Rhoades
Roseburg Resources Co.: Wyatt Dunlap, Ryan Evangelisti, Justin Helgren, Seth 
Javorsky, Anthony Kinney, Haley Morris, Tor Ormseth, Randy Tipsword
Sierra Pacific Industries: Tanner Olson, Matt Riggs, Spencer Shebesta, Kevin Tuers
SnoTemp Cold Storage: Paula Lafferty
Springfield Public Schools: Stacey Tuers
Starker Forests, Inc.: Corinne Walters-Finster
Talk About Trees: Mary Loftin
US Department of Agriculture- NRCS: Solomon Ziegert
USFS: Cheryl Friesen
Weyerhaeuser: Jon Cherico, Corey Copeland, Mehmet Demirci, Ryan Dippel, Ben 
Friman, Josh McCafferty, Vanessa McKinney, Nicholas (Niko) Monaco, Brian Mumby, 
Lyndcy Patrick, Eric Sucre, Steve Swanson, Maddie Thompson, Bethany Wilkins
Other Amazing Volunteers: Rita Adams, Paul Barnum, Sue Bowers, Tressa Geyer, 
Bob Johnson, Rich Kelly, Mike McDowell, Jan Robbins, Jordan Ryder, Jennifer Solomon, 
William Wynkoop

Over 1,000  middle school students participated in 
Forest Field Days this spring! Eleven schools from six 
school districts learned about sustainable forestry 
as they engaged in classroom activities and visited 
a working forest. Students had hands-on learning 
experiences at the tree farm, engaging in activities 
such as measuring trees to calculate board feet, 
dissecting owl pellets to learn about the forest 
food web, building a stream to minimize erosion 
and protect wildlife habitat, and more. With the 
forest as their classroom and forestry professionals 
as their teachers, students had an experience to 
remember! Thank you to Tom Bauman & Lindsay 
Reaves for donating their forestland. Thank you 
to the 78 volunteers who collectively dedicated 
over 800 hours to Forest Field Days. Thank you to 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute for providing the 
transportation funding. Thank you to our sponsors 
and donors who provide the funding essential for 
organizing, coordinating, and equipping this great 
program. And, finally, thank you to public and private 
school teachers who choose forestry education! 

Thank you to these individuals and the companies and agencies 
that support their volunteerism! 

Volunteering is a great way to show your 
support for forestry education!  

Get involved by contacting Beth at 
coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

 There is opportunity for everyone, 
whatever your occupation or experience.  

Volunteer training materials provided.  

Will you volunteer this fall?
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Forest Fire Education 

Fire season is here and we are reflecting on the work we 
did in the classrooms with high school students this year 
to increase understanding about forest fire and how fire 
burns out of control on forested landscapes. In 2025, so 
far, Forests Today & Forever worked with 189 students 
from  seven high schools. During this program, we 
engage students with a hands-on, inquiry-based activity 
where students build model landscapes to investigate 
fire behavior - specifically the influence of weather, 
topography, and fuel.  Working in small groups, students 
identify a fire behavior question, build a model, and then 

investigate their question. The goals of this program 
is to increase understanding about the role of forest 
management to mitigate  fire and to foster a sense of 
agency to alleviate feelings of powerlessness as the public 
faces a greater threat of fire. This program  is delivered in 
three parts but can be adjusted to accommodate school 
schedules. It is free to schools due to the generosity of our 
sponsors. We are able to offer it to Lane County schools. If 
you are located outside of Lane County, and would like to 
bring this program to your students, please contact us to 
see if that can be arranged. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.ForestsTodayAndForever.org

C o n t a c t  B e t h  K r i s k o : 

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

Creswell High School students build forest landscape models and light them on fire to investigate fire behavior. 

Forests Today & Forever works with college classes to 
increase awareness and understanding about working 
forests. This spring, Lindsay Reaves, Bauman Tree Farm 
Owner and Educator for Forests Today & Forever, welcomed 
Mark Fonstad and 12 students from the Geography 
Department at University of Oregon (UO). Students spent 
the day at the tree farm setting points for mapping and 
flying drones for data input back in the classroom. As part 
of their experince, Lindsay gave students a tree farm tour 
to offer a sense of place and build awareness about forest 
management.

UO at the Tree Farm 

UO students practice high-tech spatial mapping and analysis at Bauman Tree 
Farm.




