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The Next Generation of Forest Field Days is Here!

     We’re thrilled to announce the launch of the next 
generation of Forest Field Days! After 31 years of 
engaging over 50,000 middle school students in 
hands-on, place-based forest education, Forests 
Today & Forever has refreshed the program to bring 
modern forestry and career exploration to life like 
never before.
     At the heart of Forest Field Days is a scenario-based 
project where students work in teams to create a five-
year management plan for several hundred acres 
of forestland. Students learn key concepts in the 
classroom, experience them in action on a working 
tree farm, and then return to apply their knowledge. 
The program has been a beloved staple in local schools 
for decades, and the new version builds on this strong 
foundation while introducing fresh, relevant content.
    The updated scenario is the centerpiece of the new 
curriculum. The familiar “four siblings inherit a tree 
farm” storyline has been replaced with a scenario 
where four to five consultants are hired by a family to 
develop a management plan that balances landowner 
objectives with sustainable forestry practices. Each 
consultant has a unique biography, reflecting the 
diverse pathways, interests, and backgrounds that can 
lead to careers in natural resources. In addition to the 

scenario, students will topics such as wildfire, carbon 
sequestration, invasive species, and the traditional 
use of fire, providing further context for the decisions 
they make in their planning process.
    The program challenges students to think critically 
about forest resources from their consultant 
perspective, considering the landowner’s goals, forest 
practice laws, and the broader landscape. It also 
introduces students to forest careers and pathways, 
helping them imagine possibilities for their own 
futures.
     We can’t wait to share this exciting new chapter 
of Forest Field Days with our school partners and 
community. With these updates, the program remains 
true to its roots while inspiring a new generation 
of students to explore with curiosity, understand 
sustainable forestry, and take their place as future 
forest stewards.

Students participating in field lessons during our our middle school program, Forest Field Days. 

The program has been a beloved staple in 

local schools for decades, and the new version 

builds on this strong foundation while introducing 

fresh, relevant content.
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Dick Powell: Inspiring Generations 
of Forest Stewards

     We at Forests Today & Forever remember with 
profound gratitude Dick Powell, who passed 
away on July 30, 2025. Known affectionately as 
“Tree Man,” Dick reached thousands of students 
and helped to shape our organization for over 
three decades.
     Dick began his career as a forester with Starker 
Forests, eventually leading their public outreach 
and education programs. His deep passion for 

teaching forestry and the natural world extended 
beyond his primary work at Starker Forests to his 
volunteer efforts with Forests Today & Forever, 
where he co-wrote the original Forest Field Days 
curriculum and taught generations of students 
in the field—most often at the Soil Station. In 
addition, each year, Dick led the “Meet a Forester” 

segment at the Oregon Logging Conference 
School Tours, where his joy and enthusiasm 
brought the world of forestry to life.  
 Dick was an extraordinary educator who 
connected with students on their level, both 
figuratively and literally (see pictures!). Even 
during a short visit, he developed rapport quickly, 
engaging students with patience and clarity 
while conveying his deep passion for forestry. 
He had a gift for making complex concepts 
accessible, helping students understand and 
appreciate sustainable forest management.
    Beyond teaching, Dick served on our Board 
of Directors, helping guide the organization 
with wisdom and a steadfast commitment to 
our mission. His legacy lives on in Forest Field 
Days, in our other on-going programs, and most 
importantly, in every student he inspired to see 
the forest with new eyes.

Left: Dick Powell teaching students about compaction at the Soil Station at Forest Field Days.; Right: Dick Powell teaching students about forestry tools during the “Meet a Forester” 
segment at the Oregon Logging Conference School Tours. 

His legacy lives on in Forest Field 

Days and in every student he inspired.

 S a v e  t h e  D a t e !  F T F ’ s  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g S a v e  t h e  D a t e !  F T F ’ s  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g
Januar y  16,  2026 •  Venue 252 •  8am
Please join us to celebrate our accomplishments in forestry education! Guests will enjoy a delicious breakfast, 
a program that highlights our work, and a keynote address by Tom DeLuca, Dean of the College of Forestry at OSU. 
Registration details by email.



Forests Today & Forever has launched our Annual Fundraiser Raffle! Every ticket purchased supports hands-on 
forest education for students — from Forest Field Days for middle schoolers, to career and fire education for 
high school students, to tree farm adventures for 4th and 5th graders. Your support helps cultivate the next 
generation of forest stewards while giving you the chance to win incredible prizes.
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Support Forestry Education and Win Big 

Meet Anya, Our New Educator!
            Forests Today & Forever is thrilled to welcome Anya Vollstedt to our team! 
Anya brings a rich background in natural resources education, curriculum 
design, and hands-on outdoor learning. She will lead both our classroom and 
field programs, guiding students to understand forest ecosystems, explore 
sustainable forestry, and develop a lasting connection with the forest.   
         Anya earned her Master’s in Environmental Science, with a Certificate in 
Science Communication and Environmental Education from the University of 
Idaho, and a Bachelor’s in Environmental Studies from Univeristy of Oregon. 
She has led outdoor programs ranging from winter sports to research-based 
field trips, including Outdoor School experiences that engage students in 
experiential learning and scientific inquiry.
    With experience coordinating educational programs and designing 

curriculum for students of all ages, Anya combines expertise and enthusiasm to foster curiosity and a love of 
learning in the forest. We’re excited to see her impact on the next generation of forest stewards!

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.ForestsTodayAndForever.org

C o n t a c t  B e t h  K r i s k o : 

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

    This year’s raffle features several exciting prize packages, 
each valued between $400 and $500. The Culinary Package is 
a celebration of local flavor and gourmet indulgence, perfect 
for home chefs and entertainers. Craft beer fans will love the 
Beer Bundle, packed with local brews, tasting experiences, 
and gear to keep the good times rolling. The Entertainer’s 
Wine Basket offers magnum-sized wines, mystery reds, and 
artisan bites — ideal for sharing with friends. For those seeking 
a luxurious experience, the Connoisseur’s Wine Basket pairs 
rare vintages with premium glassware and a sleek decanter, 
perfect for an elegant evening of tasting.
       Tickets are $5 each, and for every $50 spent, buyers received 
an exclusive entry into the GRAND PRIZE drawing. The grand 
prize is a half-day MCKENZIE RIVER RAFTING ADVENTURE for 
eight, hosted by Helfrich McKenzie Rafting. Participants will 
paddle through rapids, take in breathtaking scenery, and 
create unforgettable memories with friends or family.
    Visit https://go.rallyup.com/ftf o buy your tickets today!

Any Vollstedt, FTF’s new part-time Educator



Thank you to the Oregon Wildlife Foundation 
for providing grant funding for owl pellets. 
Dissecting owl pellets is a favorite activity of 
students who participate in our Forest Field 
Days program and a great way for students to 
learn about the forest food web. 

T H A N K 
Y O U !

Thank you to International Paper for funding Forest Field 

Days and also for the tremendous volunteer support!

T h a n k  Yo u ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a p e r

Forests Today & Forever is scheduling programs for the 
2025-2026 school year!

We are Scheduling Programs! 

• Forest Field Days (Grades 6-8)
• Wood is Good Career Learning (Grades 9-12)
• Understanding Forest Fire (Grades 9-12)
• Tree Farm Field Trips (Grades 4-5)
• Outdoor School (non-residential; Grade 6)
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