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OUR YEAR OF IMPACT

Edgewood Elementary School students learning with us a Bauman Tree Farm.

In 2025, we reached 3,016 participants through programs
designed to educate about forests and inspire an
appreciation for working forests.

Forest Field Days engaged 1,220 middle school students
along with 158 teachers and chaperones, while our tree
farm field trips brought 528 fourth- and fifth-graders to
experience a working forest, learning about trees, forest
fire, water protection, and more. We also reached 512
elementary students through School Tours at the Oregon
Logging Conference.

High school programs reached 425 students, including
12 classes in the forest fire program, 4 classes in the forest
careers program,and 51 students in Eugene 4J's CTE Forestry
and Natural Resources program, connecting them directly
with forestry professionals. Additionally, 15 high school
students participated in our Forestry Immersion Summer
Program, gaining hands-on experience and deeper insight
into careers in forestry.

At the college level, 30 University of Oregon students toured
the tree farm to explore forestry’s role in the broader history
of the Pacific Northwest.

We are proud of these accomplishments and deeply grateful
to our generous donors, hundreds of volunteers, and
landowners Tom Bauman and Lindsay Reaves, whose tree
farm makes these hands-on forestry experiences possible.
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Thank You 2025 Donors

We’re grateful to our supporters—every dollar helps educate
youth and promote forest stewardship

Benefactors (>$10,000): N B and Jacqueline Giustina Foundation, Oregon
Forest Resources Institute, Weyerhaeuser

Champions ($5,000-57,499): AOL - Friends of Paul Bunyan, International
Paper, Roseburg Resources Co., Sierra Pacific Industries

Sponsors ($2,500-54,999): Aggregate Resource Industries, Freres Engineered
Wood, Giustina Land & Timber, Giustina Resources, L & B Reforestation, Murphy
Company, Olsson Electric, Papé Machinery, Rosboro Lumber, States Industries, Teevin
Brothers, Timber Products, Willamette Valley Company

Associate Sponsors (51,000-$2,499): AgWest Farm Credit, Dick &

Sue Bowers, Bruce Mason & Girard, Campbell Global, Cascade Timber Consulting,
Chambers Family Foundation, Garrett Construction, Gleaves Swearingen, HeliQwest
International, Hexion, Hull-Oaks Lumber, IFA Nurseries, J Davidson & Sons, Kernutt
Stokes, Lane Forest Products, Lane Small Woodlands Association, Lane STEM Hub,
Lone Rock Resources, Vanessa McKinney, Oregon Wildlife Foundation, Peak Credit
Union, Port Blakely, Rundell, Sierra Pacific Foundation, Starfire Lumber, Starker Forests,
Strata Forestry, Swanson Group, Tyree Qil, Walt Woliver & Ashlee Cribb, Wildish, Zip-0-
Log Mills

Supporters ($500-$999): Blachly-Lane Electric Co-op, Century Forest
Management, Drago Brothers Logging, Evergreen Engineering, Roger Fearn, IMA
Insurance, Ireland Trucking, Les Schwab Tire Center, Lewis River Nursery, Oakridge Sand
& Gravel, Pacforest Supply, Petersen Cat, Rexius Forest Products, Roberts Supply, SAF,
Emerald Chapter, Shiloh Forestry, Sperry Ridge, Eric Sucre, Tuers Consulting, Stacey
Tuers & Kevin Tuers, Thompson Tree Farm, Wartenbee Trucking

Friends (up to $499): Danny Bivens, Abby Fischer, Cheryl Friesen, Emmie
Graff, Jim Hallstrom, Kristin Headlee, Bob Johnson, Nina Arias Elsa, Michael Key, Cody
Kievit & Alicia Kievit, Bill McMahon, Veronica McCauley, Mike Dadey, Karen Chavez,
Steve (afferata & Wylda Cafferata, Carson, Cole Resource Management, Kroger Family
of Stores, Jeanne Olson, Megan Olson, Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife Society, PRT
Martyne Reeseman, Grace Smith, Jan Swanson, SnoTemp Cold Storage, Advanced
Drainage Systems, Western Helicopter Services, Bill Wynkoop, Kathy Young

The donor listing is based on year-end projections and records available
at the time of publication. Actual donor recognition may differ and will be
updated in our annual report and on our website.



BUILDING PATHWAYS FROM K-12 TO HIGHER EDUCATION
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Left: Middle students learn from a forest industry professional as part of the Forest Field Days program; Middle: Middle School students practice forester skills as part of STEM-based
activities during the Forest Field Days program; Right: High school students visit a live operation as part of their career exploration during the Find Your Forestry Path program.

For more than two decades, Forests Today & Forever (FTF)
has been introducing K-12 students to the science of
forests, the practice of sustainable management, and the
wide spectrum of career opportunities available in forestry
and natural resources. By creating meaningful connections
between students and working professionals, the
organization helps young learners envision their own future
pathways, whether that means pursuing college programs
in forestry, technical training in natural resources, or careers
in conservation, engineering, and beyond.

Engaging Students Early Through Immersive Forestry
Education

One of the hallmarks of FTF's work is its emphasis on hands-
on, experiential learning. Instead of confining students to
classroom lectures or textbook diagrams, the organization
brings learning alive in the forest itself.

Forest Field Days serves as the flagship program at the middle
school level by offering a cross-disciplinary experience that
blends classroom instruction with exploration on a working
tree farm. By middle school, students are beginning to
connect their academic studies to potential careers, and
Forest Field Days offers a window into applied science,
showcasing how concepts in their traditional studies in
areas, such as biology, physical science, and mathematics
are directly relevant to real-world problems. It also sparks
curiosity by introducing the idea that forestry is not just

about trees but also about people, communities, and the
future.

Inboth the classroom and outdoors at the tree farm, students
investigate core forest resources: wildlife, soil, water,
and timber. With boots on the ground and tools in their
hands, students gain a clearer understanding of the social,
economic and ecological benefits of forest management.

A centerpiece of the program is an interactive role-play in
which students step into the role of forestry professionals
tasked with creating a management plan. Working together,
they must balance landowner objectives with long-term
sustainability, weighing ecological, economic, and social
considerations in every decision. Ultimately, the program’s
authentic, field-based approach not only demonstrates the
real-world applications of science but also opens students’
eyes to the broad spectrum of careers that sustain healthy
forests.

Building Awareness of Careers in High School

As students progress into high school, FTF sharpens its
focus on career awareness, helping learners see the many
pathways available in forestry and natural resources. The
Wood Is Good program offers interactive presentations
that showcase the diversity of forest-related careers, from
loggers and log truck drivers to wildland firefighters and
mill operators. Delivered both virtually and in person, the

Continued on the next page

Volunteers Needed for Spring!
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Teach middle school students during Forest Field Days! This volunteer
opportunity is for everyone who loves the forest and wants to share their
passion with the next generation of forest stewards.

5-hour commitment « no experience necessary - scripted lessons «
training provided « a fun, change of pace guaranteed!



program ensures students across Oregon can access this
valuable insight.

For those seeking a deeper dive, Find Your Forestry Path
provides a transformative week long immersion that traces
the forestry sector from seedling to sawmill. Students visit
nurseries, treefarms,sawmills,andresearchfacilities, meeting
professionals at every step of the supply chain. Foresters,
engineers, mill workers, technicians, and researchers share
their experiences, giving students a firsthand look at the
wide range of roles that sustain Oregon’s forestry economy.
These face-to-face encounters break down misconceptions,
highlight real-world applications of science, and reveal
opportunities that align with varied interests—whether in
science, technology, or hands-on skilled trades.

FTF also partners with local schools to design customized
programs that align with classroom curricula. Volunteers
from industry and public agencies bring their expertise
directly to students, using the forest itself as a living
laboratory. Through this direct engagement, students gain
not only practical knowledge but also encouragement to
explore post-secondary education and training in forestry
and natural resources.

Why It Matters

For many students, the spark can begin with something as
simple as wrapping a diameter tape around a tree. Under
the guidance of a volunteer forester, one of the Forest Field
Day lessons requires the students to measure a Douglas-fir
tree with diameter tape. Complementing this measuring is
the volunteer forester explaining how those measurements
help determine a tree’s age, growth rate, and potential value.
What starts as a math exercise can transform into something
more meaningful: the realization that numbers on a page
can tell the story of a living forest.

Experiences like this can mark the first time students
imagine themselves in forestry professions. Measuring trees
is not just a lesson in math and science—it’s an introduction
to problem-solving, critical thinking, and the practical skills
that forestry professionals use every day. Research shows
that early, hands-on learning of this kind makes students
more likely to pursue related STEM fields in higher education
and to imagine themselves in careers they might never have
considered otherwise. By offering these opportunities, FTF
acts as an informal feeder into Oregon’s post-secondary
forestry and natural resources programs, helping cultivate

the next generation of forestry professionals ready to
manage forests in a changing world.

Just as important, these tree measurements give students
a deeper appreciation of the resource in front of them.
They begin to see forests not only as beautiful places
but as dynamic systems that sustain water, wildlife, and
communities. For some, that spark of curiosity grows into a
lifelong sense of stewardship—perhaps planting the seed
of a career in forestry.

As one teacher reflected after a field program: “With all the
hands-on activities, | saw something click—they realized
science wasn't just something to study, but something
they could do” That moment of discovery is at the heart of
FTF’s mission: sparking interest, building confidence, and
inspiring the next generation of forest stewards.

Looking Ahead

As forests face increasing pressures—from wildfire to climate
changeto population growth—the need forknowledgeable,
skilled forestry professionals has never been greater. By
inspiring curiosity in middle schoolers, building awareness
in high schoolers, and strengthening the bridge to higher
education, Forests Today & Forever is meeting its mission of
promoting forest stewardship through education.

In the words of many who have experienced FTF programs,
the forest is the best classroom. By making that classroom
accessibletoyounglearnersacrossthestate, FTFis cultivating
future forestry professionals and informed citizens who
understand the benefits of active forest management.

This article, written by FTF Director, Beth Krisko, was originally
published in thte Nov/Dec 2025 issue of Western Forester.

Students conduct soil experiments to learn about compaction and erosion at Foest Field

Days.
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For more information, see our website:
www.ForestsTodayAndForever.org

Contact Beth Krisko:
coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

[ﬂ'@l like us on social media}

F%RESTS

TODAY & FOREVER

3  Forests Today & Forever



F%RESTS

TODAY & FOREVER
PO Box 55 | Eugene, OR 97440

202 6 WINTER NEWSLETTER

« OneYear of Impact
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« Building Pathways from K-12 to Higher Education

~ ™
THANKYOU

Thank you to International Paper Foundation and
Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund for funding to support
our work in forestry education.

Our mission is to
promote forest
stewardship
through

We value the feedback of
our community. Please let
us know how you think we
are doing in support of our
mission. Thoughts, ideas, and
suggestions are welcome!
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Introducing the 2026 Forests Today & Forever Board of Directors

Matt Riggs, President Cheryl Friesen, Secretary Justin Helgren Cathy Raleigh
Sierra Pacific Industries Wildlife Society Roseburg Resources Springfield Public|Schools

Matt Jones, VP Elsa Arias Ninan Lori Hoover Chris Rhoades
International Paper Eugene School District 4J IMA Insurance Papé Machinery

James Ward, Treasurer Erik Bonn Jeanne Olson Corrine Walters-Fi
Kernutt Stokes Gleaves Swearingen Weyerhaeuser Starker Forests



