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Promoting Forest Stewardship Through 
Education

Summer 2026

Building Connections to Forest Sector Jobs 
Through Hands-On Learning
From tiny seedlings in a nursery to dimensional lumber 
rolling off the production line at a sawmill, Eugene high 
school students experienced the full story of sustainable 
forestry through the Find Your Forestry Path Summer 
Immersion Program. Designed to connect students 
directly with forestry jobs, the program immersed 17 
students in the people, places, and professions that 
make sustainable forest management possible. Over five 
engaging days in June, participants stepped beyond the 
classroom and into working forests, gaining firsthand 
experience with every stage of the forestry cycle while 
exploring the diverse jobs available throughout the 
forest sector.

Throughout the week, students visited a nursery, 
explored a newly planted forest stand, learned the 
fundamentals of timber cruising, evaluated stream 
health, used professional forestry equipment, helped lay 
out a harvest unit, observed an active forest operation, 
visited a mill, and even participated in a simulated 
logging experience. Each activity offered a hands-on 
look at the science, technology, and stewardship that 
guide modern forest management and support healthy, 
productive forests.

One of the program’s greatest strengths is its direct 
connection to working professionals. Students met 
foresters, loggers, biologists, equipment operators, 
nursery specialists, sawmill workers, and other forestry 
experts who shared their knowledge, job experiences, 
and passion for working in the forest sector. These 
conversations helped students better understand the 
wide range of jobs available in forestry and natural 
resources while putting real faces to the professions that 
care for our forests and provide the products we use 
every day.

By the end of the week, students had gained a deeper 
appreciation for the environmental, economic, and 

Eugene Public School high school student learning about opportunities in fire 
fighting during the Find Your Forest Path Summer Immersion program. 

Associated Oregon Loggers 

Bauman Tree Farm: Tom Bauman, Lindsay Reaves 

Coast to Cascade Bird Alliance: Cecelia Hagen, Amy Dessert

Eugene School District, 4J: Elsa Arias Ninan, Julia Harvey

McKenzie River Trust

Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council: Emma Garner

ODF: McKenna Armantrout, AJ Corwin, Ethan Hack

Oregon State University: Lauren Grand, Nicole Kent, Brent Klumph, Kevin 
Lyons, Steve Pilkerton, Alex Tkachuk

PRT: Cynthia Beers, Robert Castlen, Stephanie Jacobs 

Roseburg: Lawrence Martin

Sierra Pacific Foundation

Sierra Pacific Industries: McKenzie Bredemeyer

Weyerhaeuser: Ryan Dippel, Ben Friman, Brad Moehlmann, Sam Poppen

Zip-O-Log Mills: Joe Honochick, Nate Lively

Th a n k  yo u  to  o u r  Pa r t n e r s !
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community benefits that forests provide, as well as the 
collaborative effort required to manage them sustainably. 
For some participants, the experience sparked a new 
interest in pursuing a future career in forestry. Thank you 
to everyone who helped make this immersive learning 
experience possible, and especially to the industry and 
agency partners listed on Page 1 for sharing their time, 
expertise, and enthusiasm with the next generation of 
forestry professionals.

Where the Forest Becomes the Classroom: 
1,100 Students At Forest Field Days!

Left: Students have a picnic lunch at the tree farm during Forest Field Days; Right: Students practice with the clinometer during the Timber Station at Forest Field 
Days. .

Over 1,100 middle school students took part in Forest 
Field Days this spring, stepping outside the classroom 
and into a working forest to explore the science and 
stewardship behind sustainable forestry. Eleven schools 
across seven school districts participated in this hands-
on learning experience, where students connected 
classroom concepts to real-world forest ecosystems and 
management practices.

At the tree farm, students engaged in a variety of interactive 
activities designed to bring forestry to life. They measured 
trees and calculated board feet to better understand 
timber value and forest growth, dissected owl pellets 
to trace energy flow through the forest food web and 
engineered small stream systems to explore how erosion 
impacts water quality. These experiences helped students 
see how forests function as complex, interconnected 
systems that support both ecological health and human 
needs.

With the forest as their classroom and forestry professionals 
as their guides, students experienced science in action in 
a setting that was both engaging and memorable. Many 

left with a new understanding of how forests are managed 
sustainably and how many different careers contribute to 
keeping forests healthy and productive.

Forest Field Days would not be possible without the 
generous support of many partners. Special thanks to 
Tom Bauman and Lindsay Reaves for donating their 
forestland as a living classroom, and to the 69 volunteers 
who contributed approximately 800 hours to support 
students throughout the program. We are also grateful 
to the Oregon Forest Resources Institute for providing 
transportation funding, as well as to our sponsors and 
donors whose support makes planning, coordinating, and 
equipping this program possible. Finally, thank you to the 
dedicated public and private school teachers who choose 
to bring forestry education to their students each year.

Eugene Public School high school students learning about nursery work during 
the Find Your Forest Path Summer Immersion program. 
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F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.ForestsTodayAndForever.org

C o n t a c t  B e t h  K r i s k o : 

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

We apologize for any misspellings or omissions. Please contact us so we can get it right!

Spring 2026  Forest Field Days 

American Forest Resource Council – Travis Joseph
BLM – Tim Argo, Jessica Celis, Sarah Werneke
Campbell Global – Audrey Brandis, Amiya Fulton
General Trailer – Danny Bivens
GeoEngineers – Stephanie Bosze
Giustina Land & Timber – Hayden England, Ted Reiss
IMA Insurance – Jeryl Coleman, Lori Hoover
International Paper – Dustin Crawford, Marge Huseman, Matt 
Jones
Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council – Emma Garner
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) – Jay Feldman, James 
Hynes-Petty, Griffin Puls, Amanda Rau
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW) – Martyne 
Reesman
Oregonians for Food & Shelter – Delani Herb
Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) – Jenna 
Mendenhall
Oregon Women in Timber – Adelle Petraitis, Blair Thompson, 
Savannah White
Papé Machinery – Chris Rhoades
Peak Credit Union – Andrew Jensen
Pleasant Hill High School – Jack Quinoias, Payton White
Roseburg – Wyatt Dunlap, Seth Javorsky, Everett Lewis, Jace 
Muntz
Sierra Pacific Industries – McKenzie Bredemeyer, Katie Nichols, 
Matt Riggs, Spencer Shebesta
Springfield Public Schools – Stacey Tuers
Starker Forests – Corinne Walters-Finster
Talk About Trees – Tod Graham, Lisa Trauernicht
Texas Christian University – Tressa Geyer
Weyerhaeuser – Boe Baxter, Corey Copeland, Ben Friman, Katelyn 
Hacker, Jeff Lamberg, Josh McCafferty, Vanessa McKinney, Brian 
Mumby, Lyndcy Pierce, Sarah Rasor, Brian Spindler, Steve Swanson, 
Maddie Thompson, Weston Tilton
Other Amazing Volunteers – Rita Adams, Dan Baker, Paul 
Barnum, Sue Bowers, Harvey Christensen, Nicole De Graff, Bob 
Johnson, Rich Kelly, Mike McDowell, Jan Robbins, Jordan Ryder, 
Jennifer Soloman 

Thank you to these individuals and the companies 
and agencies that support their volunteerism! 

Forests Today & Forever is proud to recognize the 69 
volunteers who dedicated their time, energy, and expertise 
to support our Forest Field Days program this past spring. 
Volunteers play an essential role in bringing hands-on 
forestry education to life for middle school students across 
the region.

From leading outdoor learning stations and sharing 
their professional knowledge, our volunteers help create 
meaningful, memorable experiences that connect students 
to the science and stewardship of sustainable forestry. Their 
willingness to share both time and talent ensure that each 
student has the opportunity to learn directly from people 
working in the field.

Collectively, these 69 volunteers represent a wide range of 
organizations and forest sector backgrounds, reflecting the 
collaborative spirit that makes this program possible. We are 
deeply grateful for their commitment to education and for 
helping inspire the next generation of forest stewards.

We also extend our sincere appreciation to the organizations 
that support this work by allowing their employees to 
participate on paid time, recognizing the value of investing 
in forestry education and community engagement.

Powered by Volunteers: Bringing Forestry 
Education to Life for Students

Volunteer, James Haynes-Petty of ODF, teaching students at the Timber Station 
during Forest Field Days. 
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S u p p o r t  F T F  w h i l e  s h o p p i n g !
Simply link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Forests Today 
& Forever at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. 
You can search for us by our name. Then, every time you 
shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping FTF earn 
a donation! You still earn your 
Rewards Points, Fuel Points, 
and Rebates. If you do not 
have a Rewards Card, they 
are available at the Customer 
Service desk of any Fred Meyer 

F o r e s t s  To d a y  &  F o r e v e r ’s  m i s s i o n 
i s  t o  p r o m o t e  f o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n . 
V i s i t  f o r e s t s t o d a y a n d f o r e v e r . o r g  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  p r o g r a m s . 

Volunteer this Fall!
Join the team of over 130 volunteers from industry, 
goverment, and the community who teach about 
forests and  their professions during our field-based 
education programs. Volunteers enjoy a day in the 
woods as they inspire the next generation of forest 
stewards. Visit our website to learn more!

Thank you to our top supporters!

N B and Jacqueline Giustina Foundation


